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Agenda

What should we use for reporting?
Why print it?
Printing pages
Extracting to Excel
Reports Regions
Report Queries and Layouts
BI Publisher
Mail Merge
Apache FOP and alternatives
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True or False?

Users don’t 
want hard 
copy 
reports 
anyway 
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True or False?

Printing reports 
will accelerate 
climate change, is 
morally 
irresponsible and 
you will go to hell 
if you do it
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True or False?

Only Oracle 
dinosaurs 
still use 
Oracle 
Reports
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True or False?

Jdeveloper / 
ADF Faces 
has nothing 
to offer in 
reporting



True or False?

You have to 
sell your 
firstborn into 
slavery to 
afford BI 
Publisher
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True or False?

Apex 
reports 
are really 
basic
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What’s installed
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Tomcat:
Cocoon

OC4J:
Apache FOP
BI Publisher



DEMO 1

www.sagecomputing.com.au

Classic Reports
Printing report regions/pages
Download of regions to Excel



DEMO 2
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Interactive reports 
Dashboard style reporting

Download of regions to Excel with Template



Interactive Reports

Issues with interactive reports
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Report Regions v Report Queries
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Report Region
Displayed in page

Declarative page layout

Print Server override

Report layout



Report Queries
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Report Queries
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Report Query
No print server 
override

Report layout

Add session state

Multiple Queries

Invoke using URL



Report Layouts

Report Layout
XSL-FO or RTF

Generic or Named 
Columns

Modify generic layout
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Calling Report Queries - URL
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REQUEST is call to 
Report Query





Calling Reports – Print API
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Branch to Page zero 
to display the Query



Calling Reports – Print API
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Print API
displays report



DEMO 3

Print Report Region – Apache FOP
Print Report Query – Apache FOP

Print report to Word - Cocoon
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Printing

Apache FOP
Distributed with Apex

Officially requires OC4J 10.1.3.2

Works on other versions

Supports PDF

Tomcat / Cocoon
Open Source

Supports PDF

Supports Word
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Bi Publisher why do I need it?

Complex multipart reports
Charts
User defined templates
Because America is in recession and the nice 
people at Oracle need the money
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DEMO 4

BI Publisher
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DEMO 5

Mail Merge
Custom XSL Template
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Issues/Capability?

Print page

Print single query

Print multiple queries/complex reports

Output PDF

Output Word

Allow user defined templates
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Report Servers
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Default Apex 
install 

OC4J/Apache 
FOP 

Tomcat / Cocoon

BI publisher

Download to Excel

Print the HTML page



Options for Reporting?

Oracle Reports (if you already have it) for complex 
printed reports

Apex for dashboard style reporting on screen and 
simple reports in pdf

Coccon/FOP for outputs to word and pdf

Apex/Word for simple user driven mail merge

Bi Publisher if you need the users to create the 
templates, e.g for Word documents (and you have really 
smart users)
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Questions?

Presentations are available from our website:
http://www.sagecomputing.com.au

enquiries@sagecomputing.com.au
penny@sagecomputing.com.au
eddie@sagecomputing.com.au

SAGE Computing Services
Consulting and customised training workshops



Register for the Next

Application Express V3.1 course:
29th – 31st October

Call in at the Sage Computing Services exhibition booth, or contact Penny

penny@sagecomputing.com.au
0419904458

SAGE Computing Services
(Unrepentant Marketing)
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